Schmeling Building Fire — April 24, 1978
_The story of the Schmeling Building fire is told in the April 27, 1978, issue of the Edgerton Reporter:
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City Condemns Durfee Build

The Edgerton City Council
Monday night ordered the city
building inspector to inspect and
condemn the former Schmeling
building, presently owned by
Miles Durfee, Janesville, which

~ Durfee 48 hours to clean up the
mbble which had been heaped on
e et for a week after Fire
C Yeske ordered the
building demolished. Yeske said
he notified Durfee during the
laze to tear the building down
use of the hazard it pre-
sented but that Durfee failed to
take action himself.

City Attorney Stanley Slagg
said he also notified Durfee last
week to clean up the demolished
building and that Durfee prom-
ised to have a crew in on Monday.
Aldermen reported that a couple
men and an old ton truck
appeared Monday to clean the
mess and that at the rate he
(Durfee) was going ‘‘it would take
two months to clear the street.”

was d by
! many local businesses which use
a nearby alley to supply their

stores. They said trucks were not
able to use the 2 and to
creating a traffic hazard. Concern
also was e about liability
in the event that yi ttract

to the pile may be injured.

‘‘We were concerned to get it
down, especially since he (Dur-
fee) had no liability ,insurance,”
said Yeske, stating why he

Tuesday morning, the former Schmeling

i

in downtown Edgerton still remained in a heap in

the middle of Henry Street. Owner Miles Durfee, Janesville, was given 48 hours to remove the rubble

upon condemnation.

the taverns,”” said Yeske. “‘You

have to be a member or guest.

We've had a lot of people come

up there and told them they

couldn’t dri It's a private
”

ssue was over whether or not the
- taverns should be open on

"Stlndays and that the Country

Club had been drawn into the
referendum only as a second
thought. He said residents are not
concerned over whether or not the

ordered the building demolished
Attorney Slagg noted that if
Durfee failed to comply with the
notice that the city could remove
the building and charge the cost
as a special tax against the
property.
Attomey Paul Merkle, Beloit,

approveﬂ 3 4
dum defeating the sale of hquor

in Edgerton on Sundays applied
- to the Towne Country Club, which

has been selling drinks to
" sts.on'Sundays. thatsithe
“Thef‘ yClubls P J

ng the Rock County

club r open on Sundays.

Since legal council for the club
had requested to be notified if any
discussion came up on the issue,
the matter was tabled until the
May 15 meeting.

The first reading of ' an
ordmance‘to increase the “Cable

asked why. if the ordinance had
not been approved, they had been
paying the increased rate since
Feb. 1. Alderman Semrau noted
company Total TV,
ille, had misunderstood

under the same license so they’ re
in violation,” smd Attorney
Merkle.

City Attorney Slagg said, ‘‘In
my opinion, the council has the
right to grant that exception if it
wants to.'

Alderman Henry Stockwell
noted that the referendum was
only an ‘‘advisory referendum’
and that the ordinance granting
the club the privilege of selling
from noon to 8 p.m. on Sunday
was still in effect.

the approval for an ordinance to
be drawn up on Nov. 7 for the go
ahead with the increase.

Semrau continued that the first
reading of the ordinance had been
held up, pending the company's
providing service to Earl Halver-
son, but that the company already
had set about to reprogram its
computers for the increase, which
started in February.

City Clerk Norman Burdick,
noted he received a call from
Attorney Ken Buhrow this week

ol _ i Qo i d
Alderman Ron Semrau said the.

he paid only $6 on the recent bills
and wrote on them that the
council had not approved the rate
increase. He added that he had
not been bothered for the extra

e,
ogg proposed
Lombltunderground utility work
in the city from Nov. 1 until the
frost goes out in the spring was
withdrawn by Alderman Norman
Yeske, who had made the
suggestion at a prior meeting.

The council heard from Dave
Buchholz of the Industrial Com-
mission and from City Engineer
George Weir, both of whom
opposed the ordinance. They
noted that the ordinance would
hinder the city in planning for
projects and that restrictions
could be placed
ordinances which would provide

Attorney Slagg and Weir both :

indicated that such restrictions as
requiring certain types of back fill
and tamping around pipes would
be more costly. Yeske, however,
noted the costs which the city has
covered in repairs to damaged
and broken piges this last winter

in existing

and said it was worth the
increase.

It was noted that federal money
was available through the county
to replace the Saunders Creck
Bridge. The project cost was

817,000, of which.. ...,
only $6,000 would have to be paid
by the city.

The council decided not to take
advantage of the offer as there
wasn’t enough money left in the
budget to cover the expense.
Alderman Yeske noted that the
budget initially had allowed for
the project but that other projects
not budgeted had been taken on,
as well as over spending or
others.

Eangineer Weir said the
would be money available for
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